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                                                                         The unfinished Reactor 5 sits dormant in the trees, work was cancelled on the 5th reactor around 3 years after the Chernobyl disaster. Picture by Andy Simmers
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                                                                                          Our day begins in Slavutich, the city was built for the evacuated citizens of Pripyat, most of the power plant workers commute from here.
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                                                             Inside the palace of culture which included a theater, concert hall, dance studios, swimming pool, study halls, boxing/wrestling rings and a full-sized gymnasium.
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                                                                                                                                                  A small swimming pool inside the Pripyat cultural palace. Picture by Mark Brandon
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                                                                                                               The main theater behind the palace of culture - “Energetik” pictured with other explorers from our 2011 (28dl) trip.
 iBooks
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                                                                                                                                                                  An old sports hall inside the Pripyat “Azure” Swimming pool complex.
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                                                                                                                                The diving board of the Pripyat “Azure” swimming pool another iconic scene from within the exclusion zone.
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                                                                            Pripyat’s “Azure” Swimming pool has been featured in various video games involving the area such as COD4: Modern Warfare & the Stalker series.
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                                                                                                                                                                    The floor in the library scattered with books from the old soviet city.
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                                                                                                                      A mural of a soviet cosmonaut to show the superiority of the soviet people is located in the post office. Picture by Andy Simmers
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                                                                                                                          This location has been known as the “Propaganda room” stored here are the artworks of all the old Soviet leaders.
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                                                                                                                                                                       Entrance to rooms inside a block of flats. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                   The “Polesk” hotel in Pripyat has been featured in many video games on the area such as Stalker and COD: Modern warfare.
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                                                                                          The amusement park in central Pripyat was due to open a few days after the Chernobyl accident, the rides and attractions were never used.
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                                                                                                                                               Dodgem's which were never used lay still in the Pripyat amusement park. Picture by Jason Green



avit
Text Box
                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                  Around Pripyat there are various artworks on the walls, the ones above are by French and German artist’s.
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                                                                                                                                                                        Pripyat is surrounded by a perimeter fence, luckily not a very good one..
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                                                                                                                                                        Pripyat’s main bus station is located at the south east of the city outside the perimeter.
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                                                                                                                                      The old bus station still has the route guide on the wall, buses would have serviced most of the area.
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                                                                                                                               Jumping the fence means you get to see hidden gems like this riverboat which is still sat on the Pripyat river.
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                                                                                                      A piano and stool sit inside the Music-hall / Cinema in east Pripyat, a few keys still giving out their sound in the silent surroundings.
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                                                                                                                                                                                     Worn keys on a piano inside the music hall. Picture by Paul Morris
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                                                                                                                                                                            A military checkpoint outside Pripyat. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                                                                                                     A piece of music on the floor in the music hall
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                                                                                                                             A gas mask hangs in the woods and overgrowth which has engulfed Pripyat over the 25 years of abandonment.
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                                                                                                                                                           One of the many high rise apartments in Pripyat which have been left to nature.
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                                                               The inhabitants of Pripyat left in a hurry during the evacuation, Pripyat has been subject to a lot of looting since 1986 but some items remain. Picture by Jason Green
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                                                                                                                                                Streets and roads throughout Pripyat are empty and overgrown. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                                                                                     A surviving stained glass Muriel inside the waterside Pripyat Cafe.
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                                                                              Fujiyama is one of the highest buildings in Pripyat and is located at the north western corner of the city and is comprised of 17 floors including the roof.
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                                                                                                       From the top of Fujiyama you can see the secret russian radio antenna in the distance known as the “Moscow eye” or “Duga-3”
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                                                                                                                                                On the very top floor of Fujiyama we find these remains of a dog. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                                                                                             In the Pripyat river boats sit abandoned in the water.
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                                                                                                                                            Medical records are scattered around the hospital, there are hundreds of them in most rooms.
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                                                                                                             The hospital waiting room sits in ruins, many of the firefighters where brought here on the night of the accident, some didn't leave.
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                                                                                                                                                                                       A notice board inside the Pripyat hospital. Picture by Andy Simmers
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                                                                                                                                                                                                 A hospital workers ID. Picture by Jonathan Andrew
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                                                                                                                                                                            Samples from circa 1984 found inside the hospital. Picture by Jason Green
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                                                                                                                     A chair designed for pregnant women sits outside the maternity wing of the Pripyat Hospital. Picture by Jonathan Andrew
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                                                                                                                                                 An information board inside the hospital shows appointment times and the treatment rooms.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                Bedpan wash stations inside the general ward.
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                                                                                                                                                                             A gurney sits in a corridor in the Neurological ward. Picture by Jason Green
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                                                                                                                                                                                                              A supervisors office in the neurological ward.
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                                                                                                                                                                         A chair with foot rests sits unused for 25 years in the maternity ward.
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                                                                                                                                                                                               Dairy bottles scattered on the floor of the hospital kitchens.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                    One of the main corridors inside the hospital.
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                                                                                                                              Gas mask and a children's shoe inside the Golden Key Kindergarten school in central Pripyat. Picture by Andy Simmers
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                                                                                                                                               Inside the technical collage chairs still sit in one off the lecture rooms. Picture by Andy Simmers
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                                                                                                                                                  A washroom inside “Druzbha” kindergarten, each child would have had their own washing bowl.
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                                                                                                                                                                                    Inside Golden Key kindergarten dolls lay on the empty beds.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                        A child’s shoe in the cloakroom of Golden key.
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                                                                                                                                                                                Inside one of the abandoned classrooms. Picture by Jason Green
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                                                                                                                                                                A school table inside the technical collage, the floor is covered with gas masks.
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                                                                                                                                                  Inside “Druzbha” kindergarten some of the children's lockers are still full with clothes.
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                                                                                                                                                                         Dolls arranged in the “Goldenkey” kindergarten by previous visitors.
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                                                                                              One of the kindergartens inside central Pripyat, the ground is littered with gas-masks and is one of the most well known scenes in Pripyat.





avit
Text Box
                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                     A old army APC sits in the Chernobyl town monument to remember the disaster.
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                                                                                                                                                 A heavy transport vehicle waits to be disposed of, a stripped hind helicopter shell sits behind it.
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                                                                                                                                 Scaffolding used in the construction and dismantling of reactor 4 lay ready for disposal. Picture by Mark Brandon
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                                                                                                                                                                                                       Remains of a heavy transporter in the graveyard. 
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                                                                                                      An old firetruck waiting for disposal at Burakivka, many vehicles have been stripped for parts, the shells will be buried. Picture by Jason Green. 



avit
Text Box
                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                            A old crane unit stands behind the old Pripyat fire station.
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                                                                                                                                                                             Trucks are numbered awaiting disposal. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                                         An armored crane used by the army in the evacuation and construction of the reactor 4 sarcophagus.
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                                                                                                                                           Various vehicles are arranged at Burakivka, from personnel carriers to cranes and helicopters.
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                                                                                                                                         One of the working locomotives which still services the zone, bringing engineering supplies to the area.
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                                                                                                                                                                 Remains of one of the locomotives, with the engine number partly attached.
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                                                                                               Various engine locomotives lay dormant in Yanov stations, their engines have been removed for scrap, the shells too radioactive to reclaim.
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                                                                                                                                                                             One of the old carriages MECI-38 in it’s now permanent home at Yanov station.
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                                                                                                                                      This engine was brand new in 1986, the plaque shows where the engine was made and its official number.
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                                                                                                                                              Some of the cargo carriages still have their contents intact in Yanov. Picture by Andrew Leatherbarrow
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                                                                                                                                                                                    Rusted engine locomotives lay end to end since the evacuation.
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                                                                                                                 Thanks to the 28dl participants in the 2011 trip which made it as enjoyable as ever, look forward to seeing you there in 2012.
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